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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 15-19, drawn to switching packets, classified in class 370, 
subclass 392. 

II. Claims 39-51 , drawn to assembly or disassembly of messages having 
address headers, classified in class 370, subclass 474. 

The above inventions are separate, distinct, and independent. Neither requires 
other for its implementation, they have separate statuses in the art as shown by their 
different classification. Each invention, if allowable, would be capable for of supporting 
a separate patent. Therefore, restriction for examination purposes is proper. 

Newly submitted claims 39-51 directed to an invention that is independent or 
distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: Newly submitted 
claims 39-51 are directed to an invention that is independent or distinct from the 
invention originally claimed for the following reasons: the newly submitted claims 39-51 
are directed to a method for switching packet in a network switch includes assembling 
and disassembling the packets, where claims 15-19 are directed toward a method for 
processing data received at a port of a switch. 

The original claims (15-19) are directed toward a method for processing data 
received in a port of a switch the method comprising: managing 64-bit entries in a 
receive synch FIFO; receiving two chunks of 32-bit data from the receive synch FIFO; 
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detecting a special character in a first byte of at least one of the received two chunks of 
32-bit data; and extracting a destination slot from a state field in a cell header of the at 
least one chunk of 32-bit data when the special character is detected in the at least one 
chunk of 32-bit data. 

The newly submitted claims (39-51) are directed toward a method of switching 
packets A method of switching packets, comprising: providing a network switch for 
switching packets; receiving a packet at a physical port of the first blade, and providing 
the packet to the first packet processor; processing the packet in the first packet 
processor; serially transmitting a data block from first interface adapter ASIC of the first 
blade to the switch circuit; reassembling the first data stream at the second blade; 
reassembling the packet using the reassembled first data stream at the second packet 
processor for output at the second physical port of the second blade. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 39-51 are withdrawn from consideration 
as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 
821.03. 

The amendment filed on 1/12/2007 canceling all claims drawn to the elected 
invention and presenting only claims drawn to a non-elected invention is non-responsive 
(MPEP § 821.03). The remaining claims are not readable on the elected invention 
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because invention is separate, distinct, and independent from the elected claims (see 
above for claims comparison). 

Since the above-mentioned amendment appears to be a bona fide aittempt to 
reply, applicant is given a TIME PERIOD of ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
whichever is longer, from the mailing date of this notice within which to supply the 
omission or correction in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME 
PERIOD UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a) ARE AVAILABLE. 

Request for Continued Examination 

Receipt is acknowledged of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 
1.1 14, including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) and a submission, filed on 
1/12/2007. The submission, however, is not fully responsive to the prior Office action 
because 

the general policy of the Office is not to permit the applicant to shift to claiming 
another invention after an election is once made and action given on the elected subject 
matter Note that the applicant cannot, as a matter of right, file a request for continued 
examination (RCE) to obtain continued examination on the basis of claims that are 
independent and distinct from the claims previously claimed and examined (i.e., 
applicant cannot switch inventions by way of an RCE as a matter ofright)(see MPEP 
819 [R-3]). 

Since the submission appears to be a bona fide attempt to provide a complete 
reply to the prior Office action, applicant is given a shortened statutory period of ONE 
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MONTH or THIRTY DAYS from the mailing date of this letter, whichever is longer, to 
submit a complete reply. This shortened statutory period for reply supersedes the time 
period set in the prior Office action. This time period may be extended pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 



Conclusion 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

The following address mail to be delivered by the United States Postal 
Service (USPS) only: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300, (for formal communications intended for entry) 
Or: 

The following address mail to be delivered by other delivery services 
(Federal Express (Fed Ex), UPS, DHL, Laser, Action, Purolater, Hand 
Delivery, etc.) as follow: 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
220 20 th Street South 

Customer Window, Mail Stop 

Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1B03 
Arlington, VA 22202. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bob A. Phunkulh whose telephone number is (571) 
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272-3083. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Tursday from 8:00 A.M. 
to 5:00 P.M. (first week of the bi-week) and Monday-Friday (for second week of the bi- 
week). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor Wellington Chin, can be reach on (571) 272-3134. The fax phone number 
for this group is (571 ) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Bob A. Phunkulh 
Primary Examiner 
TC 2600 

Technology Division 2616 
February 21, 2007 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



